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he was only slightly known.    In the course of the first eighteen montlis of his life at Baltimore, where he was always understood to have resided at this time, he bought his experience of anonymous and unappreciated authorship dearly.    He now turned to prose to gain his living.    Bulwer and Disraeli, the popular writers of the time, gave direction to his genius, both in subject and style.    Under their influence he wrote at least six tales, but he had found no publisher  for them when, in 1833, in the summer, the Baltimore " Saturday Visiter," a weekly literary paper recently started by Mr. Lambert A. "Wxbner, a young journalist, sought public attention in a way not unusual among contemporary periodicals of its class by offering two prizes: one of one hundred dollars for the best tale in prose, the other of fifty dollars for the best short poem, which should be presented within a fixed time. On learning this Poe determined to send in the tales which he was so fortunately supplied with, aid the better to secure his success to send in all of tltem. The judges  of this literary contest were Dr. James  H. Miller,  J.   H.   B.  Latrobe, Esq., and John P. Kennedy, Esq., who had published a year before his pleasant   sketches   entitled " Swallow Barn."    When these gentlemen met, according to the narrativel of Mr. Latrobe, — which, although clearly very inaccurate in detail, seems substantially true,—nearly all the manuscripts were examined
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